
WyvernHealth.Com
Practice Based Commissioning Consortium
Minutes of the WH.C Board Meeting held on
Wednesday 20 May (2.00 pm – 5.30 pm)
In the meeting room, Priory House, Wells
Present:
	Paul Bearman (PB)

Matthew Dolman (MD)

Mike Gorman (MG)

Janet Loe (JL)


	Nick Matthews (NM)

David Rooke (DR), Chairman

Geoff Sharp (GS)

Sue Vowles (SV), Note Taker


	
	Item
	Action

	1.
	Apologies
Anne Salkeld (AS)

	

	2.
	Minutes from the Board Meeting held on 15 April 2009 (appendix A)
Agreed as an accurate record.  SV to upload to website.

	SV



	3.
	Minutes of Conference Call held on 6 May 2009 (Appendix B)
Minor amendment to be made then uploaded to website.    Add comments on prescribing update; specifically equality markers and PAMM meeting to be held 13 May 2009.

	SV


	4.
	Chairman’s Report (including emergency admissions (Appendix C)
DR circulated a copy of his Email to Medical Directors dated 19 May 2009 – discussion followed.
PB to follow up Acute Care GPs Performance Reports.

AS and MG to attend Acute Care GPs meetings on behalf of Board which are being setup at the two Trusts.

 
	PB

AS\MG



	5.
	Information Update
Kevin Hudson gave a Dashboard presentation at the PCT Leads meeting last week and advised that more practices appear to be accessing the system.  Figures for last year are expected in the near future.  Budget figures were sent to Practice Managers last Friday, 15 May.
RISC has encountered capacity problems but should be updated once Q4 figures have been completed (end of June).


	


	6.
	Prescribing Update (Appendix D)
GS thanked everyone for their help in getting the Prescribing Update signed off last week.
NM to approach colleague to ask if he would be prepared to take on the role as Chairman of the Prescribing Committee.

MG to be WyvernHealth.Com representative on the Prescribing Committee.  Next meeting scheduled for the morning of 8 July 2009.
	NM

MG

	7.
	Bone Health and Falls Service – For update and comment (Appendix E) – presentation from Margaret Bamford
Margaret advised that she had recently been appointed by the PCT to work three days a week with the remit to implement the strategy for Bone Health.  Once people have been identified as being at risk and their GP has been notified she will set up and deliver a training programme for practice nurses to ensure they have the necessary skills to support people regarding life style issues, rehabilitation and maintaining compliance with medication to prevent further fractures.   
Discussions on the proposed secondary prevention of falls and fragility fractures then took place.
WH.C feels that despite having stated this as being a priority commissioning area for 2009/10, the Board did not feel WH.C had been adequately engaged or consulted.  General support for the overall strategy to improve the identification and management of patients suffering from fragility fractures and osteoporosis and the improvement in the management of fallers.

Other points from the Board:

· Would have liked to have seen strategy include more on the improvement in the management of primary prevention of osteoporosis (a missed opportunity) eg through the use of the FRAXX tool.

· Concern that the implications for primary care have not been fully taken into account and the assumption that general practice will 'absorb' the extra work without funding is flawed.

· Regarding the proposed Fracture Liaison Nurse service;

· Replicating existing service provision in secondary care seems contrary to PBC commissioning philosophy to bring more services into primary care.

· Have the practicalities of what is being proposed to be done by the FLN's in a fracture clinic environment been examined? (estimates there would be about 50 fractures a week per Trust, each of which needing an assessment, possibly scan, education, management plan etc) 

· The expectation that practices will take up the Osteoporosis DES is thought to be unlikely as financially not worthwhile.

 

The alternative option of using a primary care based co-ordinating service was thought to have merit and should be considered possibly as a pilot. This option would be less expensive but would need primary care to deliver (and this may not be possible to guarantee universally without incentivising / covering increased costs).

 

In summary: strategy supported (with reservation re omission of OP primary prevention), concerns about the FLN service as proposed both strategically, practically and financially.
	

	8.
	 Provider Organisation Update (Appendix F)
A small group of people met at The Shrubbery on 8 May.  Next meeting on 4 June when it is hoped the federations will send strong representations.  Everyone was signed up to communication, co-operation, etc.  
The Bridgwater Federation will be used as a pilot to test certain items.

PB to check if the health checking specification will be completed by the end of the year.

	PB



	9.
	PBC Event – 13 May 2009

Positive feedback received.  Similar format suggested for AGM on 18 November 2009.  Suggested that AGM starts at 7.30 pm.  Potential venues to be identified – SV to obtain quotations.


	SV


	10.
	PBC LIT – 21 May 2009 

Issues discussed throughout minutes.


	

	11.
	WAG Meeting – 3 June 2009 
Meeting taking place on 3 June at the Stables, Lyngford House, Taunton – agenda being issued this week.  The following speakers have agreed to give presentations: Janet Loe, Matthew Dolman, Fred Parkyn, Kevin Hudson, Ann Horrocks, Paul Bearman.

	

	12
	Board Succession – Papers to be tabled
Guidance on the election of members received from Jill Helens, Executive Manager of Somerset Local Medical Committee.  Papers being adapted for use by WH.C.


	PB

	13
	Any Other Business and items for the next agenda

Item to appear in Newsletter – The Neurology Service is currently short-staffed, resulting in existing staff under a lot of pressure.  Practices need to be patient.
NM will send PB information on near patient testing for inclusion in the newsletter.

PB will give a budget update at the next meeting

Declaration of Interest should be included in the next agenda.

	PB

PB

SV

SV
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