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Community DVT Pathway Frequently Asked Questions and Responses:
Pathway Questions:
	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Will it this service fall to DNs at the weekend?
	Only appropriate housebound patients will be seen by DN

	2
	The excluding criteria seem quite broad?
	People who are excluded by warfarin issues require secondary care

	3
	Will practices see benefits?
	Yes, practice will see a reduction in Emergency Admissions which will free up resources.


	4
	Is there any patient information?
	Yes, will accompany pathway when circulated



	5
	What about using Acute Care GP (ACGP)?
	Where there are suitable clinical issues and after discussion with ACGP.

	6
	We have Issue with bloods being collected at 11am – can we still send people to ACGP?
	Give Low Molecular Weight Heparin (LMWH) before blood results are returned unless you have clinical concerns that ACGP can help with and have capacity.

	7
	What about femoral vein thrombosis?
	Should score highly on Wells



	8
	What about Out Of Hours GPs?
	They carry LMWH in their cars



	9
	Has A& E been alerted to the issues of starting warfarin and follow-up in the community?
	Yes and we have asked them to refer patients arriving out of hours to NHS Yeovil Health Centre for anti-coagulation before scan or if scan is positive

	10
	When will Taunton & Somerset Foundation Trust Hospital be part of the pathway?
	Will let you know as soon as a start date has been confirmed.



D-dimer Questions:

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Are D-dimer false positive results an issue with over 75s and therefore a community service is likely to scan more people?


	Yes, however, we will monitor and look for more specific D-dimer tests.

	2
	Is D-dimer therefore an additional test that is not needed?
	It is a safety net

	3
	If D-dimer results take 24 hours, how do we manage patient?
	Continue to give LMWH until you have a result, if you have a high clinical suspicion that patient has a DVT.

	4
	Are D-dimer test same in both Yeovil and Taunton Hospitals?
	Yes


Low Molecular Weight Heparin Questions:
	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What plans are there for the supply of LMWH how will a potential for LMWH wastage be minimized?
	LMWH has a long shelf life. Pharmacists report that they usually have them in stock. We are planning to contact all pharmacies to point out there maybe an increase in demand.


	2
	Are patients safe on LMWH?
	Yes, as safe as warfarin but need to monitor – see guidelines in British National Formulary (BNF).


	3
	What about issues with warfarin administration over weekends/holidays?
	Delay starting warfarin loading so that blood test can be done on 3rd day at practice.


	4
	Does it matter which LMWH is used?
	No 


	5
	If patient started on one LMWH can another be used?
	Yes

	6
	Why isn’t the dose shown on the pathway?
	There is more than one product available and details can be found in BNF.

	7
	Can we access LMWH at Minor Injury Units?
	Yes, an emergency supply is kept for walk in patients. However GPs are asked to provide LMWH to cover the OOH period.


	8
	Are there any test cases that demonstrate issues of putting people on LMWH?
	See recent NPSA Alert NPSA/2010/RRR014 (30th July 2010) Reducing treatment dose errors with LMWH. This report notes patient weight and renal function are key to prescribing decisions and have been included on our DVT community pathway/referral form.
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