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Dear 
Do Not Attempt Resuscitation Orders

At a recent meeting of the Somerset Palliative Care Partnership, the forms used for Do Not Attempt Resuscitation Orders were reviewed with the South Western Ambulance Service NHS Trust. The ambulance service has requested that a single form is used by health organisations in Somerset in order to provide a unified approach for ambulance staff. These forms are provided to the ambulance service for palliative care patients at home by primary care so that patients are not resuscitated inappropriately. Where a Do Not Attempt Resuscitation Order has been initiated in secondary care for a palliative care patient, these forms can also be shared with primary care and with the ambulance service when patients are being discharged home to prevent inappropriate resuscitation.

The South Western Ambulance NHS Trust has adopted the attached National Resuscitation Council Do Not Attempt Resuscitation Order form for use by the service across the South West. This has already been adopted by NHS Trusts in Dorset, and I would, therefore, recommend that your Trust adopts the use of this national form and is appended to your Trust Resuscitation Policy.

Advisory Note on Do Not Attempt Resuscitation Orders and the use of an Independent Mental Capacity Act Advocate (IMCA)
This attached advisory note has been drafted following discussions at the Somerset Safeguarding Adults Board about when an Independent Mental Capacity Act Advocate should be involved in decisions not to proceed with resuscitation for patients who lack capacity to consent. These discussions involved representatives from NHS Trusts and the advisory note is self explanatory. I would encourage you 
to include this advice within your Trust Resuscitation Policy or Safeguarding Adults Policy as appropriate.

Yours sincerely

Mary Monnington

Director of Nursing and Patient Safety

Cc:
Lucy Watson, Deputy Director of Nursing and Patient Safety

Cc:
Debby Blease, Associate Director of Nursing and Patient Safety

Encs.
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